NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN to attend a Meeting of the AMENITIES COMMITTEE which
will be held in THE COUNCIL CHAMBER at MAGHULL TOWN HALL on Wednesday 24
November 2021 at 6:30 PM
Note: DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – If a Member requires advice on any item involving
a possible declaration of interest which could affect his/her ability to speak and/or vote,
he/she is advised to contact the Town Clerk at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting.

1

Apologies for Absence

2

Declarations of Interest

3

Public Participation.

4

To Confirm the Minutes of the Last Meeting

Members are asked to confirm that the minutes of the last meeting on 6th October 2021
are a correct recored (pages 1 - 3)
5

Amenities Manager Update - Committee Resolutions
Members are asked to consider the report (pages 4 - 9)

6

Proposed Facilities Budget 2022-23

Members are asked to consider the report (pages 10 - 19)
7

Wickstead Play Equipment Upgrades

Members are asked to consider the report (pages 20- 23)
8

Tree Survey 2021/22

Members are asked to consider the verbal update by the Amenities Manager
9

Chair's Report

Verbal report for noting only
Miss A. McIntyre FSLCC
Town Clerk

Minutes of Amenities Committee Meeting Held
Wednesday 06 October 2021 at 6:30 PM
Those present :
Chairman : Cllr J Sayers
Councillors : Cllr J Desmond, Cllr S Doherty, Cllr R Ferguson, Cllr K Hughes, Cllr F
Sharp
Officers : P Dillon, S Larking
1

Apologies for Absence

Apologies have been received from Cllr June Burns, Cllr A Lloyd, Cllr D Mullen, Cllr Y
Sayers. In the absence of the Chair it was agreed that Cllr John Sayers (Deputy
Chair) would Chair the meeting
2

Declarations of Interest

None received
3

Public Participation.
None received

4

To Confirm the Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting on 14th July 2021 be approved as a
correct record
5

Demolition of Whinneybrook Changing Pavilion

Members were informed that demolition of Whinneybrook Pavilion, due to health and
safety concerns, had been agreed at Full Council as part of the Asset Maintenance
Plan. Progress had been slower than planned. Prior to demolition the electricity
supply needs to be moved as it is required for a water pump. Meeting on site with
contractors on 7th October. Aim is to complete the works within the current financial
year. Approval sought for costs of works to be met from Facilities Budget
(Department 2) rather than the Asset Maintenance Plan (Department 4)
RESOLVED that
1. Demolition/electrical works on Whinneybrook to be funded through 2021/22
Facilities Service Budget
2. The report be noted
6

2021/22 Football Season

Members were informed that the football season had started. 3 Teams playing at
Pimbley. 1 adult and 2 junior teams. One pitch is shared. All clubs have paid pitch
hire - £1,200 in total (£300 for juniors and £600 for adults). Works by Sefton Council
had relieved flooding. Pitch cut once a week unless there is a mid week match.
Changing facilities not in good condition. Clubs not able to use showers. Cllrs noted
the report and that income received.
RESOLVED that the report be noted.
7

Tree Survey 2021/22

The Amenities Manager reported that the first Tree Survey was completed in 2018 by
Knowsley Council . The report recommended an annual inspection. Quotes sought
for a second survey. Knowsley Council awarded the contract. Cost will be £5,500.
The survey will identify trees to be felled as well as any that are overhanging or need
1

crowning. Do not anticipate the same level of felling as last time. Grounds
Maintenance Team will be able to do some works but a new contractor may be
required. An annual survey will be incorporated into future budgets like the annual
ROSPA survey. Also looking at options to train MTC staff to carry out inspections.
The outcome of the survey will be fed into the Council's Asset Manager package and
trees will be tagged. Aim is to complete the survey in advance of the next meeting to
inform budget setting in December. Depending on the level of works may need to flag
a precept demand if unable to meet costs from current budget. The Town Clerk
noted that in the future there will be additional costs for tree works due to the number
of new trees planted
Cllrs noted that they are keen to upskill grounds staff and look at options for Park
Ranger roles.
RESOLVED that the report be noted
8

2021/22 ROSPA Inspection of Playground Equipment

Members were informed that ROSPA had completed the annual inspection of play
equipment in August 2021. Overall, it was an improved picture compared to 2020.
The report highlighted one dangerous piece of equipment in Dodds Park, some play
surfaces which have been identified as trip hazards and some shackles on swings to
be replaced. Where there has been investment, e.g. KGV Park, the risk is lower.
Works to be carried out in the Autumn. Some works can be done without closing
parks others may need to be closed for a short time. Team behind with inspections
due to a member of staff on sick leave. New Maintenance Officer and Grounds
Maintenance Team to be trained to carry out inspections.
RESOLVED that the report be noted
9

Approval of Contractor for Play Equipment Upgrades

Members were informed that a Tender had been received. The details to be
discussed under Agenda item 13.
RESOLVED that the report be noted
10

Chair's Report

No report given.
11

Exclusion of the Press and Public
RESOLVED that the press and public be excluded due to confidential nature of
the item under discussion.

12

Received Contractor Tenders for Play Equipment Upgrades

Members were informed that four companies had been invited to tender. One
tender had been received on 4th October 2021. It had been opened in advance of
the meeting with two Cllrs present (Cllr J Sayer and Cllr K Hughes). Tender received
was on budget (£100,000 excluding VAT). Audit regulations state that if the process
has been carried out correctly it is possible to appoint. Agreed that Wickstead to
be appointed. They will be informed on 7th October 2021. They will start on site on
18th October 2021. A press notice will be issued. The Amenities Manager is
preparing a list of order of works.
Key points in discussion:
⦁ Council familiar with Wickstead's work. They won tender for works in KGV and
Glen Parks
2

⦁ Some equipment will be accessible and suitable for a range of disabilities
⦁ Pressure on play equipment in KGV Park as little/no equipment in other parks
⦁ Issue about benches in " no dogs areas" as those attending parks with children and
dogs have no where to sit
RESOLVED that the report be noted
13

Amenities Manager Update - Committee Resolutions

Members received a report from the Amenities Manager regarding committee
resolutions since its last meeting on 14th July 2021.
Note Cllr Doherty left the meeting at 7.20pm
RESOLVED that the report be noted
CHAIR

3

Report to:
Date of Meeting:
Agenda Item Number
Subject:
Report of:
Exempt / Confidential Report:

Amenities Committee
24th November 2021
5
Amenities Manager Update – Committee
Resolutions
Amenities Manager
No

Summary
To update Members on the progression of resolutions made since its meetings of
February, July and October 2021.
Maghull Town Council Priority
1. Development and Protect the Community
2. Develop Parks and Green Spaces
3. Value for Money and Enterprising Council
4. Develop Leisure and Activity for All
5. Develop/support Community Services and Groups
6. Support Culture and Heritage
7. Health and Wellbeing Programme
8. Statutory Requirement

Yes/No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No

Recommendation(s)
Amenities Committee is requested to:1. Note the contents of this report.
Reasons for Recommendation(s)
Members have requested that an update on resolutions previously agreed by
committee members is reported at each meeting.
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected
None
What will it cost and how will it be financed?
(A) Revenue
All costs associated with the maintenance of parks, open spaces and facilities
are met by 2021/22 Facilities Service Budget.
(B) Capital
None
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Implications of Recommendations:
Financial Implications
Resource Implications
Legal Implications
Equality & Diversity Implications

All costs associated with the maintenance of
parks, open spaces and facilities are met by
2021/22 Facilities Service Budget.
Officer time for the maintenance of parks, open
spaces and facilities.
None.
None.

Implementation Date for Decision
Immediately following the conclusion of Amenities Committee.
Appendices
1. Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year.
Background Papers
1. Amenities Committee Papers, 24th February 2021.
2. Amenities Committee Papers, 14th July 2021.
3. Amenities Committee Papers, 6th October 2021
Contact Officer
Alex Spencer – Amenities Manager
Telephone Number 0151 526 3705
Email Address
Alex.spencer@maghull-tc.gov.uk

5

1. Background
This report has been produced to better inform Members of progress made against
resolutions of each committee meeting and to introduce more officer accountability.
Members have resolved that this report is a standing agenda item for each
committee meeting.
Appendix One to this reports provides updates against resolutions since meetings in
February, July and October 2021.
Recommendation(s):Amenities Committee is requested to:1. Note the contents of this report.

6

Appendix One: Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year
Date of Meeting

Item

Resolution

Lead

Progress

24th February 2021

6

(Grounds Maintenance) works to be Amenities Manager
joined up to reflect Manifesto and
Business Plan and more structured
reporting to be introduced

Completed: The Town Clerk has provided an
update to full council regarding progress of
Council’s Business Plan. This is fully inclusive of
Grounds Maintenance Operations and the
priorities of the Facilities Service as agreed by
Amenities Committee Members.

24th February 2021

6

Information in notice boards to be Amenities Manager
updated regularly

Completed: Following review with Cllr McKinley,
information within council notice boards is now
regularly updated to reflect council meetings /
priorities. Information is updated by council
officers and/or G4S colleagues

24th February 2021

7

Three additional parks to be opened Amenities Manager
after further analysis of super output
data

Completed: Following Members’ resolution,
three additional parks were reopened at the
conclusion of Amenities Committee on 24th
February 2021.
In light of changing government guidance
regarding the management of play areas and
open spaces during the Covid-19 pandemic and
in consultation with the Leader and Deputy
Leader, in April 2021, all parks were reopened to
the public – albeit with social distancing
principles still in effect.

24th February 2021

7

Inform residents of plans and reasons Amenities Manager
if parks need to be closed

7

Completed: Before all play areas were
reopened to the public, officers produced
information indicating the level of covid-19
infection within the area.

Appendix One: Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year
Date of Meeting

Item

Resolution

Lead

Progress

24th February 2021

8

40 birdboxes already purchased by
Maghull in Bloom to be installed in
Glenn Park by Grounds Maintenance
Operatives.

Amenities Manager

Completed: 40 bird boxes purchased by
Maghull in Bloom were installed at Glenn Park in
March 2021.

24th February 2021

8

The birdbox project initiated by
Maghull in Bloom and Bootle Tool
Shed is rolled out across all parks and
open spaces owned/managed by
Maghull Town Council.

Amenities Manager

Completed: An additional 200 birdboxes were
purchased by council – 160 of which have been
installed by Grounds Maintenance Officers as
per the installation schedule presented at
Amenities Committee. 40 bird boxes have been
held in reserve in the event of vandalism (3
birdboxes have been vandalised to date)

24th February 2021

9

Approval of proposed tree planting Amenities Manager
schemes.

Completed: As agreed by Amenities Committee
Members, approved tree planting schemes at
Hall Lane Park and Pimbley Playing Fields have
been completed by Grounds Maintenance
Operatives, Mersey Forest and local volunteers.

14th July 2021

6

Officers to liaise with Sefton Council’s Amenities Manager
Legal Department to determine
whether a Public Spaces Protection
Order (for all parks within Maghull
could be successfully applied for)

Completed: Sefton Council provided a legal
opinion that the pursuit of a townwide PSPO
would not be beneficial owing to the evidential
burden of trying to obtain an order in the first
instance and the process/costs involved in trying
to issue fixed penalty notices for those who were
in breach.

14th July 2021

7

Tree planting be approved for Dodd’s Amenities Manager
Park, Mersey Avenue Park, Moss
Park, Hall Lane and South Meade
Park using funding from Mersey
Forest Urban Challenge Fund.

Completed: Post committee meeting, the
Amenities Manager submitted tree funding
application to Mersey Forest. The outcome of
the bid is still to be confirmed by Mersey Forest,
however meeting is planned with officers week
commencing 27th September 2021.
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Appendix One: Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year
Date of Meeting

Item

Resolution

Lead

14th July 2021

8

Permission granted to Maghull FC to Town Clerk
apply for planning permission to
improve football facilities at Old Hall
Playing Fields

Completed: Post committee meeting, the Town
Clerk wrote to Maghull FC confirming that as a
landlord, Maghull Town Council had no
objections to Maghull FC submitting an
application for planning permission.

6th October 2021

5

Demolition/electrical works on
Whinneybrook to be funded through
2021/22 Facilities Service Budget

Completed : The Asset Maintenance Nominal
code under 2021/22 Facilities Service Budget
has been committed to demolition works at
Whinneybrook Playing Field in order to free up
funds from Council’s Asset Maintenance Plan to
fund an electrical rewire at Maghull Town Hall.

Amenities Manager
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Progress

Report to:
Date of Meeting:
Agenda Item Number
Subject:
Report of:
Exempt/Confidential Report:

Amenities Committee
24th November 2021
6
Proposed Amenities Service Budget 2022/23
Amenities Manager
No

Summary
To present a proposed 2022/23 budget for the Amenities Service and to put forward
recommendations to Finance & General Purposes (Budget) Committee on 8th
December 2021 in order to contribute towards Council’s overall budget setting
process.
Maghull Town Council Priority
Development and Protect the Community
Develop Parks and Green Spaces
Value for Money and Enterprising Council
Develop Leisure and Activity for All
Develop/support Community Services and Groups
Support Culture and Heritage
Health and Wellbeing Programme
Statutory Requirement

Yes/No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No

Recommendation(s)
Amenities Committee is requested to:1. Consider the proposed 2022/23 budget for the Amenities Service and make
recommendations to Finance & General Purposes (Budget) Committee on 8th
December 2021 regarding proposed precept increases to balance budgetary
gaps.
2. Note the contents of this report.
Reasons for Recommendation(s)
Full Council is required to set a balanced budget for the forthcoming financial year
and must notify Sefton Council of the precept demand for the Maghull Town Council
area so that this can be added to Sefton Council’s council tax demand. This process
must be completed by February 2022.
With Amenities Committee Members having considered the proposed budget for
2022/23, Members will make recommendations to Finance & General Purposes
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(Budget) Committee to be held on 8th December 2021. These recommendations will
contribute towards Council’s overall budget setting process.
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected
None.
What will it cost and how will it be financed?
(A) Revenue
All costs associated with the operation of the Amenities Service are met by
core budgets formed through a combination of annual precept demand and
income from the hiring of facilities such as bowling greens and football
pitches.
(B) Capital
None
Implications of Recommendations:
Financial Implications

Resource Implications
Legal Implications
Equality & Diversity Implications

Member recommendations will be presented to
Finance & General Purposes (Budget)
Committee on 8th December 2021.
None
None
None

Implementation Date for Decision
Immediately following the conclusion of Amenities Committee.
Appendices
None
Background Papers
None
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Contact Officer
Telephone Number
Email Address

Alex Spencer – Amenities Manager
0151 526 3705
alex.spencer@maghull-tc.gov.uk
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1. Proposed 2022/23 Budget for the Amenities Service
a. Background
The Amenities Manager and Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) have jointly
produced a proposed 2022/23 budget for the Amenities Service.
When reviewing this budget, Members must take into consideration the assumptions
below which directly impact upon the overall budgetary gap for the Amenities Service
and consequent precept demand.
Members are reminded that these assumptions may alter when budgets are reported
to Full Council in January 2022 owing to more up-to-date information becoming
available, or Finance & General Purposes (Budget) Committee putting forward their
own recommendations to Full Council.
In short, Members are asked to consider the proposed 2022/23 budget for the
Amenities Service based on information currently available, albeit that officers
anticipate that there will be a degree of change in the coming months.
b. Budget Options Under Proposals
As part of this budget proposal, the Amenities Manager and RFO have put forward
two budget options for Members’ consideration. As shown in the table below, the
main difference under these options is the application of inflation (at 4.2%) to hired
sports facilities and physical assets, and the negotiation of leases with Maghull
Tennis Club, Maghull Football Club and Air Training Corps.
Option
A
B

Budget Gap Under Option
-£3,799.00
+£2,106.00

How Budget Gap is Reduced
N/A
- Application of inflation at 4.2% to
hiring of football pitches, bowling
greens and bowling pavilion hire
(Scrummies)
- Negotiation of Tennis Club lease to
generate an income of £2,000.00 per
annum (increase of £800.00)
- Negotiation of Air Training Corps
lease to generate and income of
£2,000 per annum (increase of
£500.00)
- Negotiation of Maghull FC lease to
generate and income of £2,000 per
annum (increase of circa £1500.00)
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c. Assumptions by Officers
Assumption One: Council Tax Base will remain the same for 2022/23
Officers have assumed that Sefton Council’s Council Tax Base of 6697.7 for 2021/22
will remain the same for 2022/23. Although officers anticipate that the council tax
base will rise year on year, Members are reminded that in 2021/22 the council tax
base reduced in comparison to 2021/21.
Therefore, at the time of writing, the council tax base from 2021/22 has been used in
the production of this proposed budget.
This council tax based as been applied to both Option A and Option B below.

Assumption Two: Football Pitches and Bowling Greens will continue to be
made available for hire in 2022/23
In 2021/22, two football pitches have been leased to three football clubs generating
an income of circa £1,200.00.
With regards to the proposed budget for 2022/23, officers have assumed that all
football clubs will return for the 2022/23 season – generating an income of circa
£1,600.00 (with inflation applied).
With regards to bowling greens, officers have assumed that all three bowling clubs
will return in 2022/23 – generating an income of at least £2,200.00 (with inflation
applied)

Assumption Three: Application of Inflation and Negotiation of Leases
(applicable to Option B below)
Officers have assumed that leases in respect of Maghull Tennis Club, Maghull
Football Club and Air Training Corps will be negotiated and agreed before the
commencement of the 2022/23 financial year. It is proposed that each agreement
generates an income of £2,000.00 per annum.
Officers have further assumed the application of inflation to Scrummies Catering who
currently leases the bowling pavilion at Maghull Town Hall. This will generate an
income of £4,376.00 in 2022/23.
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Assumption Four: Staff Expenditure in 2022/23
Having considered previous years, the Responsible Finance Officer has factored in a
2% pay increase for all members of staff which naturally impacts upon National
Insurance and pension contributions.
In addition, a number of staff members will be entitled to an incremental pay rise
under NJC pay conditions.
In consideration of the above, total staffing costs for the Amenities Service has been
calculated at £257,145.00 for 2022/23, an increase of £3,801.00 compared to
2021/22.

d. Proposed 2022/23 Budget and Precept Demand
In consideration of the above, the Amenities Manager and Responsible Finance
Officer propose the following budget options for the Amenities Service in 2022/23.

Nominal Code
4001
4321
4331
4345
4346
4350
4351
4354

INCOME
Precept
Playing Fields
Bowls Outdoor
Tennis Club
Tennis Fences
Rent Bowling Hut
Rent ATC Hut
Facilities Income

5112
5113
5114
5115
5118
5200
5201
5202
5203
5204
5205

SUPPLIERS
Water Quality
Electrical Safety
Health & Safety General
Playground Inspections
Drainage
Engineering Equipment
Engineering Repairs
Engineering Consumables
Play Equipment Repairs
Parks Management
Football Pitches
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Option A
Budget

Option B
Budget

316,880.00
600.00
855.00
1,200.00
168.00
4,200.00
1,500.00
0.00
325,403.00

316,880.00
3,682.00
2,230.00
2,000.00
140.00
4,376.00
2,000.00
0.00
331,308.00

710.00
600.00
630.00
1,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
1,600.00
1,500.00
2,250.00
8,451.00
1,000.00

710.00
600.00
630.00
1,000.00
500.00
1,000.00
1,600.00
1,500.00
2,250.00
8,451.00
1,000.00

Nominal Code
5206
5207

7003
7029
7100
7106
7107
7200
7301
7302
7304
7305
7307
7310
7311
7313
7314
7315
7316
7317
7318
7319
7851

Option A
Budget
Bowling Greens
1,925.00
Grounds Maintenance Consumables 600.00
21,766.00
OVERHEADS
Mobile Phones
Uniforms
Salaries
Employer's NI
Pensions
Insurance Fees
Rates Garage
Rates Judo Hut
Electricity Glenn Park
Electricity Pimbley
Electricity Ballswood
Water Garage
Wastewater Ballswood
Water & Wastewater Pimbley
Water & Wastewater Glenn Park
Fleet Repairs
Vehicle Tax
Diesel
Red Diesel
Leases
Asset Maintenance

Budget Gap

Option B
Budget
1,925.00
600.00
21,766.00

500.00
1,951.00
201,775.00
19,380.00
35,990.00
6,500.00
3,720.00
0.00
270.00
200.00
150.00
700.00
900.00
300.00
120.00
3,000.00
935.00
4,400.00
4,335.00
10,310.00
12,000.00
307,436.00

500.00
1,951.00
201,775.00
19,380.00
35,990.00
6,500.00
3,720.00
0.00
270.00
200.00
150.00
700.00
900.00
300.00
120.00
3,000.00
935.00
4,400.00
4,335.00
10,310.00
12,000.00
307,436.00

-£3,799.00

+£2,106.00

Members’ attention is drawn to the £3,799.00 budget gap under Option A and the
£2,106.00 surplus under Option B.
As shown in the table below, the RFO has completed initial work on a potential
precept based on the 2021/22 council tax base of 6697.7. Based on this figure, a
£1.00 increase (which would generate £6,697.70 of precept) would adequately cover
the budget gap for Option A.
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Annual Precept
(£)
103.64
104.64
105.64
106.64
107.64
108.64
109.64
110.64
111.64
112.64

Increase
(£)
0
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Total Precept
(£)
694,149.63
700,847.33
707,545.03
714,242.73
720,940.43
727,638.13
734,335.83
741,033.53
747,731.23
754,428.93

Additional Precept with
increase (£)
0.00
6,697.70
13,395.40
20,093.10
26,790.00
33,488.50
40,186.20
46,883.90
53,581.60
60,279.30

Maghull Town Council’s 2021/22 precept demand is £103.64. Should members
resolve to increase the precept by £1.00 to fill the identified budgetary gap, this
would increase to £104.64 for 2022/23.
Members are reminded that the Amenities Service is one of four core budgets
monitored by council and that officers may proposed further precept increases
across departments 1,3 and 4.

Recommendations(s):Amenities Committee is requested to:1. Consider the proposed 2022/23 budget for the Amenities Service and
make recommendations to Finance & General Purposes (Budget)
Committee on 8th December 2021 regarding proposed precept increases
to balance budgetary gaps.
2. Note the contents of this report.
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Appendix One : Summary of Play Equipment to be installed by Wicksteed Leisure
Name of Park

Equipment to be installed

Cost per site

Changes in comparison to original quotation

Moss Park

Viking Swing and Basket Set*
Zig-zag Twister
Four-Saw-See-Saw*

£11,156.75

A Four-Saw-See-Saw has replaced a traditional SeeSaw as originally quoted in order to add more
inclusive play to this site.
The safety surfacing for Zig-Zag Twister has been
amended from grass matting to wetpour in order to
utilise existing safety surface base.

Mersey Avenue Park

Swirl Roundabout*
Viking Swing Set with Teddy Seat*

£21,360.25

The play area will be significantly extended to the right
hand side and will incorporate a disability compliant
self closing gate and pathway leading to Swirl
Roundabout.
This newly constructed play area will include two
pieces of inclusive play equipment – Swirl
Roundabout and Viking Swing Set with Teddy Seat –
the latter replacing a Zig-Zag Twister as originally
quoted for.

Lathom Gardens

Spin-a-bounce*

£8,067.50

An inclusive Spin-a-Bounce has replaced the originally
quoted for bouncer. The safety surfacing has been
changed to wetpour from grass matting.

Ballswood

Viking Swing and Basket Set*
Mystical World Dinosaur Domain Multi-Play*
Zig-zag Twister
Surf rider

£26,817.50

Significant changes have been made to add inclusive
play and to utilise existing safety surfacing footprint –
albeit that they will be upgraded as part of play
equipment installation.
A new inclusive multi-play unit has been added as part
of the new quotation and an inclusive swing set has
been added to replace the a slide as originally quoted.

*Recognised as inclusive play equipment
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Appendix One : Summary of Play Equipment to be installed by Wicksteed Leisure
Name of Park

Equipment to be installed

Cost per site

Changes in comparison to original quotation
As originally quoted Zig-Zag Twister and Surf Rider
will be installed, however, owing to a lack of
accessibility the Swirl Roundabout has been removed.
As reported previously, it had been proposed to
install five pieces of equipment at this site.
However, four will now be installed.

Old Hall Park

Swirl Roundabout*
Zig-zag Twister
Buddy board
Crusader swing*

£33,370.00

The provision of play equipment remains the same.
However, owing to the already large safety surfacing
footprint, it proposed to replace and upgrade in order
to have a large area for all new play equipment to be
sited upon.

Moorhey Park

Arrow pendulum swing*
Buddy board
Rock and roll roundabout
Hurac Multi-Play Unit

£29,796.00

Owing to accessibility issues, the Swirl Roundabout as
originally quoted has been removed from this site. All
other pieces of play equipment and safety surfacing
remain unchanged.
As reported previously, it had been proposed to
install five pieces of equipment at this site.
However, four will now be installed.

*Recognised as inclusive play equipment
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Report to:
Date of Meeting:
Agenda Item Number
Subject:
Report of:
Exempt / Confidential Report:

Amenities Committee
24th November 2021
7
Wicksteed Play Equipment Upgrades
Amenities Manager
No

Summary
To update Members on progress for installing play equipment across 6 sites in
Maghull following the appointment of Wicksteed Leisure in October 2021.
Maghull Town Council Priority
1. Development and Protect the Community
2. Develop Parks and Green Spaces
3. Value for Money and Enterprising Council
4. Develop Leisure and Activity for All
5. Develop/support Community Services and Groups
6. Support Culture and Heritage
7. Health and Wellbeing Programme
8. Statutory Requirement

Yes/No
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes
No

Recommendation(s)
Amenities Committee is requested to:1. Approve revisions to planned play equipment and safety surfacing installations at
6 sites stated within this report, following site visits between the Amenities
Manager and Wicksteed in October 2021.
2. Approve a £1.00 increase on 2022/23 precept demand in order to bridge the
identified gap between committed council reserves and Wicksteed Leisure’s
revised costs for supply and installation of play equipment, and that this is
reported to Finance & General Purposes Committee (Budget) on 8th December
2021.
3. Note the contents of this report.
Reasons for Recommendation(s)
Following the appointment of Wicksteed Leisure in October 2021 to install play
equipment across six sites in Maghull, the Amenities Manager met with Wicksteed
Leisure to discuss play equipment, safety surfacing and installation timescales.
As explained below, this meeting has resulted in an amended design to some sites ,
and a revised cost of £107,702.05 for supply and installation.
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected
None
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What will it cost and how will it be financed?
(A) Revenue
Council has already committed £100,000.00 of council reserves to this
project.
In order to cover the now identified shortfall, officers propose a £1.00 increase
to 2022/23 precept demand, to be reported to Finance & General Purposes
(Budget) Committee on 8th December 2021.
(B) Capital
None
Implications of Recommendations:
Financial Implications

Resource Implications
Legal Implications
Equality & Diversity Implications

Council has already committed £100,000.00 of
council reserves to this project.
In order to cover the now identified shortfall,
officers propose a £1.00 increase to 2022/23
precept demand, to be reported to Finance &
General Purposes (Budget) Committee on 8th
December 2021.
Officer time for the maintenance of parks, open
spaces and facilities.
None.
None.

Implementation Date for Decision
Immediately following the conclusion of Amenities Committee.
Appendices
Appendix One : Summary of Play Equipment to be installed by Wicksteed Leisure
Background Papers
1. Full Council Papers, 14th April 2021
2. Amenities Committee Papers, 6th October 2021
Contact Officer
Alex Spencer – Amenities Manager
Telephone Number 0151 526 3705
Email Address
Alex.spencer@maghull-tc.gov.uk
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1. Background
In April 2021, Full Council approved the commitment of £100,000.00 of council
reserves to fund the supply and installation of 20 pieces of play equipment and
safety surfacing across 6 sites owned or managed by Maghull Town Council.
Following a comprehensive tendering process, Wicksteed Leisure was appointed as
the contractor to supply and install play equipment and safety surfacing at these
sites. This was confirmed at Amenities Committee in October 2021.
In October 2021, the Amenities Manager met with Wicksteed Leisure and held site
visits at each site to review what play equipment was to be installed, the suitability of
that equipment at that site and whether any amendments were necessary in terms of
play equipment/safety surfacing provision.
Following these visits Wicksteed Leisure provided a revised quotation and cost, the
results of which are:a. 18 pieces of equipment not 20 will be installed across 6 sites
b. In some instances, grass mat safety surfacing (as originally quoted for) has been
replaced with wetpour in order to utilise existing footprints within play areas.
c. The play area boundary at Mersey Avenue Park will require extension (not
previously costed for) to accommodate play equipment as per specification.
d. Accessible gates and pathways will be installed at Mersey Avenue Park for where
inclusive play equipment has been installed to make accessibility easier
e. Completed works will cost circa £8,000.00 more than the £100,000.00 council
reserve commitment.
f. Works have been scheduled to commence on 28th March 2022 and are likely to
take 6 weeks to complete.
Whilst it is disappointing that site visits held in October have resulted in 2 pieces of
equipment not being installed and a revised cost for works - £8,000.00 in excess of
that originally quoted for – being provided, it is important to get the play equipment,
safety surfacing and accessibility offer right for each site.
The Amenities has worked with Wicksteed Leisure to review all pieces of equipment
to be installed, their required safety surfacing and improved accessibility to
equipment – particularly where new inclusive play equipment is being installed.
Appendix One provides a summary of equipment for each site in comparison to that
originally quoted for.
Given that this revised cost is £8,000.00 more than originally quoted for, officers
seek member approval for a £1.00 increase on the 2022/23 council precept demand
in order to balance the funding gap.
Should Members resolve this, this will be reported to Finance & General Purposes
(Budget) Committee on 8th December 2021.
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Recommendation(s):Amenities Committee is requested to:1. Approve revisions to planned play equipment and safety surfacing installations at
6 sites stated within this report, following site visits between the Amenities
Manager and Wicksteed in October 2021.
2. Approve a £1.00 increase on 2022/23 precept demand in order to bridge the
identified gap between committed council reserves and Wicksteed Leisure’s
revised costs for supply and installation of play equipment, and that this is
reported to Finance & General Purposes Committee (Budget) on 8th December
2021.
3. Note the contents of this report.
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