
Minutes of Amenities Committee Meeting Held  
Wednesday  24 November 2021 at 6:30 PM

Those present : 

Chairman : Cllr J Sayers
Councillors : Cllr Ju Burns, Cllr S Doherty, Cllr A Lloyd
Officers :  S Larking,  A Spencer

1 Apologies for Absence

Election of Chair: 

RESOLVED  that  Cllr John Sayers be elected to chair the meeting as the chair 
was unable to attend

Apologies received from Cllr Josh Burns, Cllr Desmond,  Cllr Ferguson, Cllr K 
Hughes,  Cllr Mullen and Cllr Y Sayers. 

2 Declarations of Interest

None received.

3 Public Participation.

None received.

4 To Confirm the Minutes of the Last Meeting

RESOLVED that the minutes of 6th October 2021 be approved as a correct 
record.

5 Amenities Manager Update - Committee Resolutions

Members were informed that DT Hughes would start  work  to move the power supply  
for the water pump at Whinney Brook Playing Field on Monday 29th November.  
Demolition of Pavilion to commence following a tender exercise.

RESOLVED that the report be noted. 

6 Proposed Facilities Budget 2022-23

Members considered the draft Facilities budget for 2022/23.  This would be 
presented to Finance and General Purposes Committee on 8th  December 2021 who 
would make recommendations to Full (Budget)  Council in January 2022.  The 
Amenities Manager noted the following:

⦁ Amenities is the highest budget

⦁ Income is from hire of football pitches and bowling greens

⦁ Two options (A &B).  Under Option A there is a deficit of £3,799.  Option B gives a 
surplus of £2,106 which reflects an increase in inflation (4.2%) for the lease on the 
bowling pavilion and renegotiated leases for the ATC and Maghull Tennis Club.  
Proposed that leases brought in line with that charged for Maghull Cricket Club 
(MCC)

⦁ Finance Officer continuing to develop budget options in preparation for Finance and 
General Purposes Committee

Key points made by Cllrs  about tenancies:

Maghull Tennis Club:
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⦁ Cllr Lloyd declared an interest as his sons go to Maghull Tennis Club

⦁ Noted that Maghull Tennis Club had been late payers as they have struggled.  They 
have worked to increase members and offer coaching.  They have limited means of 
raising funds other than increasing subscriptions - they don’t have a bar like MCC 
and Maghull FC.  

⦁ Concerns that proposed increase is 60% if brought in line with MCC

⦁ Could look at options to rebate rent if club grow membership and bring in young 
people

⦁ Noted that issues with Court 1 due to moss.  Jets washing/scrubbing has removed 
non slip surface

⦁ Explore options for a lease with/without maintenance

ATC:

⦁ Noted that RAF pay the rent for ATC

⦁ Proposed increase is 25%

⦁ Some reluctance to increase rent as proposed given work with young people

⦁ Mayor had written to Squadron Leader following ATC's contribution to the 
remembrance Sunday service in Maghull

Maghull FC:

⦁ Noted that proposed increase for Maghull FC is 300%

Scrummies (Bowling Hut, KGV Park):

⦁ Noted that proposed Increase for Scrummies (hire of bowling hut) is 4.2%,  in line 
with inflation

⦁ Noted that Scrummies are a commercial organisation

⦁ Noted that no Lease in place with Scrummies

⦁ Concerns that they are not charged actual electricity and water usage

⦁ Noted that while Scrummies put in a new kitchen in the Bowling Hut they got  
reduced rent in year 1

⦁ Concerns raised that bowlers not able to use bowling hut for refreshments

Other points:

⦁ Noted that income from MCC is in Department 1 (Town Hall) not Amenities for 
historic reasons.  To be checked with Town Clerk

⦁ Rents should go up but any increases need to be justified

⦁ Leases need to be negotiated on individual basis given differences in footprint and 
facilities

⦁ Develop a formula based on square footage and inflation

⦁ The longer the lease the more opportunity for clubs to apply for grant  funding

⦁ Clubs put more into community than take out

⦁ Concerns that  unable to provide breakdown for utilities for some tenants 
(Scrummies and Tennis Club) and that charges for other tenants are not consistent

⦁ Need to differentiate between commercial and community leases

⦁ Lease needs to be agreed with Scrummies as soon as possible to protect both 
sides
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⦁ Leases should include what fixtures and fittings MTC own

⦁ Recognise need to balance books but would prefer a precept increase  of £1.00 
rather than significantly increasing rents

⦁ Concerns about Option B due to rent increases. Don’t want to loose sports clubs or 
ATC

⦁ Noted that most new houses are being built in Lydiate so will  not generate precept 
for Maghull

Points made in response by Amenities Manager

⦁ Noted issues about tennis courts.  Courts are cleaned and treated. Unfortunately, 
courts in wrong position and moss thrives.  

⦁ Noted concerns about rent increases in Option B. Will review

⦁ Only Amenities budget requires a precept increase

⦁ Nominal code 7319 is for vehicle leases.  Fleet needs to be replaced.  Transit van 
failed MOT.  Ranger had to be sold as failed MOT.  Looking at green options. Work 
suspended due to Town Hall rewire

RESOLVED THAT

1. Officers to check why income from Maghull Cricket Club is included in the 
Town Hall Budget
2. Lease arrangements to be reviewed for commercial and community tenants 
and  transparent methodology developed
3. Utilities to be separated for all tenants
4.  Lease for hire of Bowling Hut to be agreed as soon as possible
5. Option A , a £1 increase on precept, to be presented to Finance and General 
Purposes Committee
6. The report be noted

7 Wickstead Play Equipment Upgrades

Members received an update on play equipment upgrades.  Wickstead appointed to 
provide play equipment following tender via  Eastern Shires Purchasing Organisation 
(ESPO).  Only company to tender.  No site visit before tender submitted and 
accepted.  Following  site visit Wickstead have identified some issues about 
accessibility to play equipment.  Costs have increased from £100,000 to £150,000.  
Negotiation has reduced costs to £108,000 for 18 rather than 20 items.  Additional 
costs include the need to install more wetpour surfacing  and increase the size of 
Mersey Park  to install the accessible play equipment.  There will be less items at 
Moorhey Park due to access.  Work will start in February 2022 which is later than 
planned but earlier than date Wickstead had offered.  Delays due to supply of steel 
for equipment.   Works will start on Hall Lane first and will take about 6 weeks.   
Proposed that the £8,000 deficit is met by a £1.00 increase in precept. 

Key points raised in discussion

⦁ Disapppinted that getting less equipment for more money and spending more on 
paths and increased footprint in 1 park

⦁ Noted that unable to retender as only received one quote

⦁ Noted that  went against Officers advice to use reserves to fund park updgrades so 
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unable to seek shortfall from reserves

⦁ Keen not to increase burden on residents

⦁ Total demands on precept to be considered at Full Council in January 2022

RESOLVED that:
1.  Approved revisions to planned play equipment and safety surfacing 
installations at 6 sites
2.  Approved a £1.00 increase on 2022/23 precept demand to meet identified 
gap between committed council reserves and Wicksteed Leisure’s revised 
costs for supply and installation of play equipment to be reported to Finance & 
General Purposes Committee  on 8th December 2021.  
3. The report be noted.

8 Tree Survey 2021/22

The Amenities Manager updated Members on the Tree Survey.  Key points:

⦁ Knowsley Council appointed to carry out Tree Survey

⦁ Reports submitted as completed which is more manageable than previous survey

⦁ 5 reports received to date including for Old Hall Field, Glenn Park and Balls Wood

⦁ Knowsley marking trees which require works (unlike last time).   3 priorities for 
works:
1 - work required in 1 month; 2 - work required in 12 months; 3 - no allocated 
timescale.  Majority of work in  priority 2.  Some priority 1 works in Balls Wood.  Logs 
being chipped where possible; logs being taken to Balls Wood

⦁ Some works completed by Grounds Maintenance Team (18 of 28 trees) others will 
require a contractor.  Cost of a contractor approximately £6,000.  In 2018  contractor 
cost approximately £25,000.  Up skilling team has helped reduce costs.  Team to 
attend further chain saw training

⦁ Complaint that taking down healthy trees in Glen Park.  All works in accordance 
with the results of the Tree Survey

Key points made in discussion

⦁ Noted that planting  replacement trees - over 8,000 planted across Maghull

⦁ Concerns about flooding in parks including Roundmeade.  Play equipment under 
water.  Noted that meeting with Sefton Council arranged.  Local infrastructure an 
issue

RESOLVED that the report be noted

9 Chair's Report

No report given

CHAIR
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Report to: Amenities Committee 
Date of Meeting: 9th February 2022 
Agenda Item Number 5 
Subject: Amenities Manager Update – Committee 

Resolutions   
Report of: Amenities Manager 
Exempt / Confidential Report: No 

 
Summary 
  
To update Members on the progression of resolutions made since its meetings of 
February, July, October and November 2021.  
 
Maghull Town Council Priority Yes/No 
1. Development and Protect the Community  Yes 
2. Develop Parks and Green Spaces Yes 
3. Value for Money and Enterprising Council Yes 
4. Develop Leisure and Activity for All Yes 
5. Develop/support Community Services and Groups  Yes 
6. Support Culture and Heritage Yes 
7. Health and Wellbeing Programme Yes 
8. Statutory Requirement No 

 
Recommendation(s) 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
1. Note the contents of this report. 
 
Reasons for Recommendation(s) 
 
Members have requested that an update on resolutions previously agreed by 
committee members is reported at each meeting. 
  
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected 
 
None 
   
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 

(A) Revenue 
 
All costs associated with the maintenance of parks, open spaces and facilities 
are met by 2021/22 Facilities Service Budget.   

 
 

(B) Capital 
 
None  
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Implications of Recommendations: 
 
Financial Implications All costs associated with the maintenance of 

parks, open spaces and facilities are met by 
2021/22 Facilities Service Budget.  

Resource Implications Officer time for the maintenance of parks, open 
spaces and facilities. 

Legal Implications None. 
Equality & Diversity Implications None. 

 
Implementation Date for Decision 
 
Immediately following the conclusion of Amenities Committee. 
 
Appendices 
 
1. Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year. 

 
Background Papers 
 
1. Amenities Committee Papers, 24th February 2021. 
2. Amenities Committee Papers, 14th July 2021. 
3. Amenities Committee Papers, 6th October 2021. 
4. Amenities Committee Papers, 24th November 2021. 
 
 
Contact Officer Alex Spencer – Amenities Manager 
Telephone Number 0151 526 3705 
Email Address Alex.spencer@maghull-tc.gov.uk  
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1. Background  
 
This report has been produced to better inform Members of progress made against 
resolutions of each committee meeting and to introduce more officer accountability. 
 
Members have resolved that this report is a standing agenda item for each 
committee meeting. 
 
Appendix One to this report provides updates against resolutions since meetings in 
February, July, October and November 2021. 
 
 
Recommendation(s):- 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
1. Note the contents of this report. 
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Appendix One: Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year 

Date of Meeting Item Resolution Lead  Progress 
 

24th February 2021 6 (Grounds Maintenance) works to be 
joined up to reflect Manifesto and 
Business Plan and more structured 
reporting to be introduced 
 

Amenities Manager Completed: The Town Clerk has provided an 
update to full council regarding progress of 
Council’s Business Plan.  This is fully inclusive of 
Grounds Maintenance Operations and the 
priorities of the Facilities Service as agreed by 
Amenities Committee Members. 
 

24th February 2021 6 Information in notice boards to be 
updated regularly 
 

Amenities Manager Completed: Following review with Cllr McKinley, 
information within council notice boards is now 
regularly updated to reflect council meetings / 
priorities.  Information is updated by council 
officers and/or G4S colleagues 
 

24th February 2021 7 Three additional parks to be opened 
after further analysis of super output 
data 
 

Amenities Manager Completed: Following Members’ resolution, 
three additional parks were reopened at the 
conclusion of Amenities Committee on 24th 
February 2021. 
  
In light of changing government guidance 
regarding the management of play areas and 
open spaces during the Covid-19 pandemic and 
in consultation with the Leader and Deputy 
Leader, in April 2021, all parks were reopened to 
the public – albeit with social distancing 
principles still in effect. 
 

24th February 2021 7 Inform residents of plans and reasons 
if parks need to be closed 
 

Amenities Manager Completed: Before all play areas were 
reopened to the public, officers produced 
information indicating the level of covid-19 
infection within the area. 
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Appendix One: Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year 

Date of Meeting Item Resolution Lead  Progress 
 

24th February 2021 8 40 birdboxes already purchased by 
Maghull in Bloom to be installed in 
Glenn Park by Grounds Maintenance 
Operatives.  
 

Amenities Manager Completed: 40 bird boxes purchased by 
Maghull in Bloom were installed at Glenn Park in 
March 2021. 

24th February 2021 8 The birdbox project initiated by 
Maghull in Bloom and Bootle Tool 
Shed is rolled out across all parks and 
open spaces owned/managed by 
Maghull Town Council.  
 

Amenities Manager Completed: An additional 200 birdboxes were 
purchased by council – 160 of which have been 
installed by Grounds Maintenance Officers as 
per the installation schedule presented at 
Amenities Committee.  40 bird boxes have been 
held in reserve in the event of vandalism (3 
birdboxes have been vandalised to date) 
   

24th February 2021 9 Approval of proposed tree planting 
schemes. 

Amenities Manager Completed: As agreed by Amenities Committee 
Members, approved tree planting schemes at 
Hall Lane Park and Pimbley Playing Fields have 
been completed by Grounds Maintenance 
Operatives, Mersey Forest and local volunteers. 
 

14th July 2021 6 Officers to liaise with Sefton Council’s 
Legal Department to determine 
whether a Public Spaces Protection 
Order (for all parks within Maghull 
could be successfully applied for) 

Amenities Manager Completed:  Sefton Council provided a legal 
opinion that the pursuit of a townwide PSPO 
would not be beneficial owing to the evidential 
burden of trying to obtain an order in the first 
instance and the process/costs involved in trying 
to issue fixed penalty notices for those who were 
in breach.  
 

14th July 2021 7 Tree planting be approved for Dodd’s 
Park, Mersey Avenue Park, Moss 
Park, Hall Lane and South Meade 
Park using funding from Mersey 
Forest Urban Challenge Fund. 

Amenities Manager Completed: Post committee meeting, the 
Amenities Manager submitted tree funding 
application to Mersey Forest.  The outcome of 
the bid is still to be confirmed by Mersey Forest, 
however meeting is planned with officers week 
commencing 27th September 2021. 
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Appendix One: Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year 

Date of Meeting Item Resolution Lead  Progress 
 

14th July 2021 8 Permission granted to Maghull FC to 
apply for planning permission to 
improve football facilities at Old Hall 
Playing Fields 

Town Clerk Completed: Post committee meeting, the Town 
Clerk wrote to Maghull FC confirming that as a 
landlord, Maghull Town Council had no 
objections to Maghull FC submitting an 
application for planning permission.  
 

6th October 2021 5 Demolition/electrical works on 
Whinneybrook to be funded through 
2021/22 Facilities Service Budget 

Amenities Manager  Completed: The Asset Maintenance Nominal 
code under 2021/22 Facilities Service Budget  
has been committed to demolition works at 
Whinneybrook Playing Field in order to free up 
funds from Council’s Asset Maintenance Plan to 
fund an electrical rewire at Maghull Town Hall.  
 

24th November 2021 6 Officers to check why income from 
Maghull Cricket Club is included in 
the Town Hall Budget 
 

Amenities Manager Completed:  Officers can confirm that the 
inclusion of income within Department 1 (Town 
Hall Budget) is a historical one, owing to the 
structure of council’s financial codes on Sage 
finance system. 
 

24th November 2021 6 Lease arrangements to be 
reviewed for commercial and 
community tenants 
and transparent methodology 
developed 
 

Town Clerk / 
Finance Officer 

In Progress:  Officers have requested 
valuations for Maghull Tennis Club and Air 
Training Corps (Land). 
No request has been made for the bowling 
pavilion at Maghull Town Hall owing to the 
unsuitability of soak-away and costs for installing 
drains.  
 

24th November 2021 6 Utilities to be separated for all 
tenants 

Town Clerk / 
Finance Officer 
 

In Progress:  The Responsible Finance Officer 
has specified the need to separate out utility 
meters where council assets are hired. 
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Appendix One: Amenities Committee Resolution Log for the 2021/22 Municipal Year 

Date of Meeting Item Resolution Lead  Progress 
 

24th November 2021 6 Option A, a £1 increase on 
precept, to be presented to 
Finance and General 
Purposes Committee 

Town Clerk Completed:  This will be presented to Full 
Council on 2nd February 2022 as part of 2022-23 
Budget proposals. 
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Report to: Amenities Committee 
Date of Meeting: 9th February 2022  
Agenda Item Number 6 
Subject: Review of 2021/22 Grounds Maintenance Operations 

and Proposed Works for 2022/23 
Report of: Amenities Manager 
Exempt / Confidential 
Report: 

No 

 
Summary 
  
To provide Members with a review of 2021/22 Grounds Maintenance Operations and 
to seek Members’ approval of proposed 2022/23 Grounds Maintenance Operations. 
 
Maghull Town Council Priority Yes/No 
1. Development and Protect the Community  Yes 
2. Develop Parks and Green Spaces Yes 
3. Value for Money and Enterprising Council Yes 
4. Develop Leisure and Activity for All Yes 
5. Develop/support Community Services and Groups  Yes 
6. Support Culture and Heritage Yes 
7. Health and Wellbeing Programme Yes 
8. Statutory Requirement No 

 
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
1. Review 2021/22 Grounds Maintenance Operations 
2. Approve proposed 2022/23 Grounds Maintenance Operations 
3. Note the contents of this report. 
 
Reasons for Recommendation(s) 
 
It is important that committee members review and set ground maintenance 
operations for the Facilities Service. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected 
 
None 
   
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 

(A) Revenue 
 
All costs associated with the maintenance of parks, open spaces and facilities 
will be met by 2022/23 Facilities Service Budget.   
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(B) Capital 
 
Capital investment will be met through a combination of:- 

 
• Utilisation of council reserves as resolved by Full Council (Budget Setting) 

on 27th January 2021 to fund play equipment upgrades across 6 parks.  
• Mersey Forest Urban Tree Challenge Fund 
• Where possible, S.106 funding held by Sefton Council  

 
Implications of Recommendations: 
 
Financial Implications All costs associated with the maintenance of parks, 

open spaces and facilities will be met by 2021/22 
Facilities Service Budget. 
 
Where capital funding is required, this will be met 
through a combination of 2021/22 Facilities Service 
Budget, Council reserves, Urban Tree Challenge 
Fund and (where possible) S.106 funding held by 
Sefton Council. 
 

Resource Implications Officer time for the maintenance of parks, open 
spaces and facilities. 
 

Legal Implications Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
 

Equality & Diversity 
Implications 

None. 

 
Implementation Date for Decision 
 
Immediately following the conclusion of Amenities Committee. 
 
 
Appendices 
 
None 

 
Background Papers 
 
None 
 
Contact Officer Alex Spencer – Amenities Manager 
Telephone Number 0151 526 3705 
Email Address Alex.spencer@maghull-tc.gov.uk  
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1. Background  
 
During the 2021/22 municipal year, Amenities Committee members have agreed 
resolutions which have shaped grounds maintenance operations. 
 
These resolutions have ranged from service standards in parks & open spaces to 
where investment in playgrounds should be made. 
 
In addition, Grounds Maintenance Supervisors and Operatives have been consulted 
during team meetings to determine what level of maintenance is realistically 
achievable as we move into 2022/23. 
 
 
2. Review of 2021/22 Grounds Maintenance Operations 
 
It is testament to the hard work of our Grounds Maintenance Supervisors and 
Operatives that the majority of works during the spring/summer and autumn/winter 
window have been completed ahead of schedule.  
 
In accordance with the standards agreed by Amenities Committee for this municipal 
year, the table below shows progress against each area.  
 
Work during window Comments 
Playgrounds, surrounding areas and 
playing fields will be cut periodically, 
following review by the Amenities 
Manager. 
 

Completed:  Grass within play areas 
and surrounds areas were cut throughout 
the municipal year, and by introducing a 
monitoring framework for grounds 
maintenance operations, progress 
throughout the year could be monitored 
so that standards remained high.  
 

Multi-use bins will be emptied weekly 
 

Completed:  Bins were emptied weekly, 
with operations continuing to be being 
supported by Maghull in Bloom 
Volunteers at Glenn Park and the “litter 
louts” group further afield. 
 

Multi-use bins will be washed monthly 
 

Completed:  Officers have cleaned bins, 
signs and noticeboards during 
autumn/winter operations. 
  

Bowling greens will be prepared for the 
spring/summer playing season. 
 

Completed:  Bowling greens have been 
scarified and spiked in preparation for the 
season.  They have also been 
overseeded and top-dressed. 
 

Football pitches will be marked as 
required by the hiring football team 
 

Completed:  Football pitches at Pimbley 
Playing Field (currently hired to three 
teams) and Maghull FC have been 
marked on a weekly basis.  

14



Work during window Comments 
Hedges will be cut twice and to a height 
of circa 4ft, at the beginning and end of 
autumn/winter operations. 
 

Completed:  All hedges have been cut 
town wide and will receive a further cut 
before the beginning of the recognised 
bird nesting season in March.  
 

Playground inspections will be 
completed once a month as a minimum. 

Completed: Our Maintenance Officer 
continues to inspect play equipment to 
ensure it is safe. 
 

Removal of play equipment identified as 
posing a danger to health and safety as 
per annual ROSPA inspection. 
 

Completed:  One piece of play 
equipment was identified by ROSPA as 
requiring removal.  This work was 
completed in October 2021. 
All other remedial works as identified 
within the report have been completed by 
our Maintenance Officer. 
 

Repainting of play equipment and 
assets (pavilions, entrance barriers and 
park signs)   
 

In Progress:  The majority of play 
equipment in parks has been repainted 
and officers continue to repaint assets 
such as access gates.  This work will be 
rolled into spring/summer operations until 
completion. 
This work will also be included without 
councils Planned Preventative 
Maintenance schedule as identified 
through councils Health & Safety 
Working Group. 
 

Installation of multi-use bins as part of 
phase two of bin replacement 
programme. 
 

Completed:  Multi-use delivered as part 
of phase two of the bin replacement 
programme have been installed by our 
Grounds Maintenance Operatives, 
without the need to sub-contract as in 
previous years. 
  

Installation of benches under Council’s 
Celebration Bench Scheme.  

Completed:  To date, four benches have 
been installed as part of Council’s 
Celebration Bench Scheme:- 
1 x Glenn Park 
2 x Bobby’s Wood 
1 x Old Hall Park  
 

Tree works (Felling) Completed:  A total of 35 trees were 
identified by Knowsley Council’s Tree 
Survey as needing to be felled – 29 of 
which were felled by our own Grounds 
Maintenance Operatives.  Completing 
these works in-house generated a saving 
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Work during window Comments 
to council of over £11,000.00. 
6 trees will require felling by an external 
sub-contractor. 
 

Tree Works (Remedial Works) In Progress:  Owing to the importance of 
felling trees identified within Knowsley 
Council’s Tree Survey, remedial works 
commenced in February 2022. 
 

 
In short, through this municipal year to ensure that service standards are high and 
our parks and open spaces look their best. 
 
 
3. Proposed 2022/23 Grounds Maintenance Operations 
 
It is proposed that the following arrangements apply for Grounds Maintenance 
Operations in 2022/23:- 
 
Spring/Summer Operations 
 
i. The window for spring/summer operations will be from Monday 14th February 

2022 to Monday 5th September 2022.   
 
ii. During this window 

o Playgrounds, surrounding areas and playing fields will be cut weekly 
o Multi-use bins will be emptied weekly 
o Multi-use bins will be washed monthly 
o Bowling greens will be cut weekly 
o Football pitches will be marked as required by the hiring football team 
o Prior to the commencement of the tennis season, tennis courts will receive 

one deep clean, after which, officers will inspect regularly to remove 
detritus. 

o Prior to the commencement of the bird nesting season, hedges will be cut 
once and to a height of circa 4ft. 

o Playground inspections will be completed once a month as a minimum – 
(though with the recruitment of 1 x Maintenance Officer and training of 
Grounds Maintenance Operatives/Supervisors, weekly inspections can be 
achieved) 

o Playgrounds equipment and physical assets will continue to be painted to 
completion.  

o Tree planting will be undertaken as part of proposed works with Mersey 
Forest and Urban Tree Challenge Fund. 

o Trees planted under the Urban Tree Challenge Fund will be maintained in 
accordance with maintenance schedule provided by Mersey Forest. 

o Existing tree pens at Pimbley Playing Field and Old Hall Park will be cut 
fortnightly.   
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iii. Grounds maintenance operations will continue to implement a “Needs based” 
working model. 
 

iv. As a result of achieving a good foothold during the 2021/22 autumn/winter 
operations window, a “one visit, do it all” approach will be implemented in 
2021/22.   This will result in all works – cutting, strimming, blowing, emptying 
bins, sweeping areas e.g. multi-use games areas, edging and asset inspections, 
being completed in a single visit.  Naturally this will result in Grounds 
Maintenance Operatives spending more time on site to ensure all tasks are 
completed.  As part of this approach some services e.g. bin emptying, will be 
duplicated, however this will only enhance the park overall.     

 
v. To assist the “one visit, do it all” approach, a numbered system for parks will be 

introduced whereby Grounds Maintenance Operatives work through a list of 
parks (each allocated a number).  This approach will overcome issues such as 
missing scheduled park visits due to poor weather, as operatives will complete 
the allocated park before moving to the next on the list. 

 
vi. Grounds Maintenance Operatives using ride-on mowers will progress their own 

weekly list owing to them being able to visit, cut and leave site more quickly than 
operatives working in parks.  However, these lists will join up as far as possible to 
ensure that tasks such as blowing paths happen whilst both are on site on the 
same day.     

 
 
Autumn/Winter Operations 

 
i. The window for Autumn/winter operations will be from Monday 5th September 

2022 to Monday 6th February 2023.  
 

ii. During this window, the following service standards will apply:- 
a. Playgrounds, surrounding areas and playing fields will be cut periodically, 

following review by the Amenities Manager. 
b. Multi-use bins will be emptied weekly 
c. Multi-use bins will be washed monthly 
d. Bowling greens will be prepared for the spring/summer playing season. 
e. Football pitches will be marked as required by the hiring football team 
f. Hedges will be cut twice and to a height of circa 4ft, at the beginning and 

end of autumn/winter operations. 
g. Playground inspections will be completed once a month as a minimum. 
h. Playground equipment and other assets will be repainted. 

 
 

4. Proposed Further Areas of Work During 2022/23 
 
i. The Amenities Manager and Community Services Manager will continue to 

work together to develop “Friends of” groups to help support our operations in 
parks and open spaces.   The benefit of this work has already been seen by 
Maghull in Bloom supporting litter picking operations in Glenn Park.  
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ii. To pursue Green Flag Status for King George V Playing Field (if funding is 
approved by Full Council on 2nd February 2022) 

 
iii. Closer working with Merseyside Police and Sefton Council and other partners 

to help reduce anti-social behaviour in parks and open spaces, with a desire 
to safeguard play equipment and assets.   
 

iv. Procurement of a new vehicle fleet in line with council’s environment 
ambitions. (if funding is approved by Full Council on 2nd February 2022) 
 

v. Continue to support implementation council’s Health & Safety agenda. 
 
 
 
 
 
Recommendation(s):- 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
1. Review 2021/22 Grounds Maintenance Operations 
2. Approve proposed 2022/23 Grounds Maintenance Operations 
3. Note the contents of this report. 
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Report to: Amenities Committee 
Date of Meeting: 9th February 2022  
Agenda Item Number 7 
Subject: Progression of Tree Works Following 2021/22 

Tree Survey 
Report of: Amenities Manager 
Exempt / Confidential Report: No 

 
Summary 
  
To update members on the progression of tree works (felling and remedial works) 
following the receipt of completed tree survey in December 2021. 
 
Maghull Town Council Priority Yes/No 
1. Development and Protect the Community  Yes 
2. Develop Parks and Green Spaces Yes 
3. Value for Money and Enterprising Council Yes 
4. Develop Leisure and Activity for All Yes 
5. Develop/support Community Services and Groups  No 
6. Support Culture and Heritage No 
7. Health and Wellbeing Programme No 
8. Statutory Requirement No 

 
Recommendation(s) 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
1. Note the contents of this report.  

 
 

Reasons for Recommendation(s) 
 
In October 2021, Knowsley Council were appointed to complete a tree survey of all 
trees in parks/open spaces owned/managed by council.  
 
It is important that committee members are made aware of progress against this 
survey, given that some trees if left unchecked after being identified as requiring 
felling/remedial works, can pose a danger to health and safety.  
 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected 
 
None 
   
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 

(A) Revenue 
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Costs associated with commissioning the 2021/22 tree survey were met by 
2021/22 Facilities Service Budget – specifically Parks Management nominal 
code 5204.   
It has been agreed that Knowlsey Council will repeat this survey annually up 
to 2023/24 as a cost of circa £4,500.00 per annum.  This cost will be factored 
into future Facilities Service budgets.  
 
Costs for tree works which need to be sub-contracted because of a lack of in-
house expertise will be met by 2022/23 Asset Maintenance Plan as reported 
to Full Council on 2nd February 2022.  

 
(B) Capital 

 
None 
  

Implications of Recommendations: 
 
Financial Implications Costs associated with commissioning the 

2021/22 tree survey were met by 2021/22 
Facilities Service Budget – specifically Parks 
Management nominal code 5204.   
 
It has been agreed that Knowlsey Council will 
repeat this survey up to 2023/24 as a cost of 
circa £4,500.00 per annum.  This cost will be 
factored into future Facilities Service budgets.  

 
Costs for tree works which need to be sub-
contracted because of a lack of in-house 
expertise will be met by 2022/23 Asset 
Maintenance Plan as reported to Full Council 
on 2nd February 2022.  
 

Resource Implications Officer time in terms of liaising with tree survey 
inspector and future contractor. 
 
Grounds Maintenance Operatives who have 
completed the first part of chainsawing 
qualification, will be placed on tree 
identification courses to help with regular 
inspection of tree stock.  
 

Legal Implications Potential compensation claim(s) where injury to 
person / damage to property owing to 
inadequate tree inspection regime.   
 

Equality & Diversity Implications None. 
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Implementation Date for Decision 
 
Immediately following the conclusion of Amenities Committee. 
 
Appendices 
 
1. Appendix One: Summary of Felling Works to Date following 2021/22 Tree 

Survey 
2. Appendix Two:   Summary of Remedial Works to Date following 2021/22 Tree 

Survey 
 
 

Background Papers 
 

1. Amenities Committee Papers – 12th June 2019 
2. Amenities Committee Papers – 24th February 2021 
3. Amenities Committee Papers – 6th October 2021 

 
 
Contact Officer Alex Spencer – Amenities Manager 
Telephone Number 0151 526 3705 
Email Address Alex.spencer@maghull-tc.gov.uk  
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1. Background  
 
In October 2021, following a competitive quotation process, Knowlsey Council was 
appointed to complete a survey of trees within parks owned/managed by Maghull 
Town Council.   
 
An agreement was subsequently entered into with Knowsley Council to repeat this 
survey each year until 2023-24 at a cost of circa £4,500.00 per annum.  This cost will 
be ringfenced in future Facilities Service budgets.     
 
It is important to undertake regular inspections of trees to identify those which are 
dead, diseased and/or dying and for which felling/remedial works are necessary.  
 
In addition, officers regularly receive complaints from residents who neighbour 
parks/open spaces about the size of trees, tree overhang into properties and fears of 
potential failure.  An up-to-date inspection of trees will help reduce complainant 
levels. 
 
Knowsley Council completed its tree survey in December 2021.  Tree felling and 
remedial works were prioritised as below:-  
 
Priority One:  Works which should be completed within 1 month of the report 
 
Priority Two:  Works which should be completed within 12 months 
 
Priority Three: Works which would be beneficial to trees, but were not essential
  
 
In consideration of the expertise and qualifications of Maghull Town Council officers, 
Knowsley Council stated whether works could be completed in-house or would 
require external sub-contracting.  
 
Council officers, when attending site, also assessed whether they have the 
confidence and expertise to fell trees or complete remedial works identified as 
needing to be completed by an external contractor.  In some instances, works were 
completed in house and therefore generated a saving to council.  
 
Appendix One and Appendix Two provides a summary of felling and remedial works 
to date.  
 
 
2. Summary of tree works 
 
Rationale 

 
• Using delegated authority, the Amenities Manager has focussed on trees 

requiring felling (works are now complete), before commencing remedial works.  
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Tree Felling Works 
 
• Knowsley Council identified 35 trees which needed to be felled: 

o 14 x Priority One 
o 20 x Priority Two 
o 1 x Priority Three 

• Of the 35 trees identified as needing to be felled, Maghull Town Council Grounds 
Maintenance Operatives have felled 29. 

• If these 29 trees were externally sub-contracted the estimated cost of works 
would have been £11,125.00.  Our Grounds Maintenance Operatives have 
therefore generated a considerable saving to council. 

• 6 trees must be felled by an external sub-contactor and officers will shortly submit  
quotations for works.  These 6 trees have been identified as follows:- 

o 2 x Priority One 
o 4 x Priority Two 

• Costs for these works have been factored into the 2022/23 Asset Maintenance 
Plan as presented to Full Council on 2nd February 2022. 

 
 
Tree Remedial Works 
 
• Knowsley Council identified 76 trees which required remedial works:- 

o 9 x Priority One 
o 61 x Priority Two 
o 6 x Priority Three 

• Of the 76 trees identified as requiring remedial works: 
o 48 have been identified as being completed in-house 
o 28 have been identified as being completed by an external sub-contractor 

• As with felling works, our Grounds Maintenance Operatives will assess whether 
they can complete works as identified for an external sub-contractor in order to 
generate further savings for council, have due consideration for in-house 
qualifications, expertise and confidence.  

• Costs for these works have been factored into the 2022/23 Asset Maintenance 
Plan as presented to Full Council on 2nd February 2022. 

• Grounds Maintenance Operatives are currently working through the list of 
remedial works. 

 
 
3. Future Works 
 
As stated above, an agreement has been reached with Knowsley Council to 
complete an annual inspection of our tree stock up to 2023/24 at a cost of circa 
£4,500.00 per annum.  This commitment is akin to council’s annual ROSPA 
inspection of play equipment and delivers against Knowsley Council’s 
recommendation that an annual inspection of trees is required given high footfall in 
parks and the proximity of trees to houses, highways and other infrastructure.  
 
In order to build in-house expertise, the Amenities Manager has already held 
appraisals for most members of staff which has identified training needs including:- 

23



a. First part of chainsaw qualification 
b. Second part of chainsaw qualification  
c. Chainsaw first aid 
d. Tree disease identification 

 
Officers will be placed on courses towards the end of 2021/22 and throughout 
2022/23 to help build in-house expertise, introduce an inspection process to 
supplement an annual survey, generate further savings for council and to ensure a 
healthy town-wide tree stock.  
 
  
 
 
 
Recommendation(s):- 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
1. Note the contents of this report. 
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Appendix One:  Summary of Felling Works to Date Following 2021/22 Tree Survey & Distribution of Felling Works 

 
Summary of Felling Works to Date Following 2021/22 Tree Survey 
 

 Identified Works Completed Works Outstanding Works 
 Total In-House Contractor Total In House Contractor In-House Contractor 

Priority One 14 9 5 14 12 0 0 2 
Priority Two 20 10 10 20 16 0 0 4 

Priority Three 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 
 

Distribution of Priority One, Two and Three Felling Works  
 
Name of Park Number of Priority One Works Number of Priority Two Works Number of Priority Three Works 
Ballswood 7 0 0 
Bobby’s Wood 0 0 0 
Dodd’s Park 0 1 0 
Glenn Park 4 0 0 
Hall Lane Park 1 1 0 
Hall Lane Playing Field 0 8 0 
King George V Playing Field 0 6 1 
Lathom Park 0 0 0 
Manor House Close 2 0 0 
Mersey Avenue Park 0 4 0 
Moorhey Park 0 0 0 
Moss Park 0 0 0 
Round Meade Park 0 0 0 
South Meade Park 0 0 0 
St. Andrews Churchyard 0 0 0 
Whinneybrook Playing Field 0 0 0 
TOTAL 14 20 1 
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Appendix Two: Summary of Tree Remedial Works to Date Following 2021/22 Tree Survey & Distribution of Remedial Works 

 
Summary of Tree Remedial Works to Date Following 2021/22 Tree Survey & Distribution of Remedial Works 
 

 Identified Works Completed Works Outstanding Works 
 Total In-House Contractor Total In House Contractor In-House Contractor 

Priority One 9 1 8 9 2 7 0 7 
Priority Two 61 45 16 61 0 0 45 16 

Priority Three 6 2 4 6 0 0 2 4 
 

Distribution of Priority One, Two and Three Remedial Works  
 
Name of Park Number of Priority One Works Number of Priority Two Works Number of Priority Three Works 
Ballswood 1 5 3 
Bobby’s Wood 0 2 0 
Dodd’s Park 0 4 0 
Glenn Park 3 7 0 
Hall Lane Park 1 1 0 
Hall Lane Playing Field 0 2 0 
King George V Playing Field 2 18 2 
Lathom Park 0 0 0 
Manor House Close 0 3 1 
Mersey Avenue Park 1 0 0 
Moorhey Park 0 0 0 
Moss Park 0 2 0 
Round Meade Park 0 3 0 
South Meade Park 0 0 0 
St. Andrews Churchyard 0 8 0 
Whinneybrook Playing Field 1 6 0 
TOTAL 9 61 6 
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Report to: Amenities Committee 
Date of Meeting: 9th February 2022  
Agenda Item Number 9 
Subject: Phase Two Tree Planting – Urban Tree 

Challenge Fund 
Report of: Amenities Manager 
Exempt / Confidential Report: No 

 
Summary 
  
To update members on the progression of a second phase of tree planting under 
Mersey Forest’s Urban Tree Challenge Fund. 
 
Maghull Town Council Priority Yes/No 
1. Development and Protect the Community  Yes 
2. Develop Parks and Green Spaces Yes 
3. Value for Money and Enterprising Council Yes 
4. Develop Leisure and Activity for All Yes 
5. Develop/support Community Services and Groups  Yes 
6. Support Culture and Heritage No 
7. Health and Wellbeing Programme Yes 
8. Statutory Requirement No 

 
Recommendation(s) 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
1. Resolve to continue with the Urban Tree Challenge fund as outlined within this 

report.   
2. Approve officer proposals for taking forward tree planning and future 

maintenance as part of Urban Tree Challenge Fund notably,  
a. The species of trees at site location (referring to Appendix One) 
b. Utilising J.A. Jones and Sons (an approved sub-contractor of Mersey 

Forest) to undertake planting at each site. 
c. Committing Maghull Town Council Grounds Maintenance Operatives to 

undertake a maintenance programme from 2022/23 onwards to ensure the 
successful establishment of planted trees. 

d. Explore the potential of “friends of” groups supporting Grounds 
Maintenance Operatives in delivering against maintenance programme for 
planted trees. 

3. Note the contents of this report.  
 
 

Reasons for Recommendation(s) 
 
In July 2021, Amenities Committee committed to a second phase of tree planting 
under Mersey Forest’s Urban Tree Challenge Fund.   
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In consideration of timescales and payments being made to council under the Urban 
Tree Challenge Fund, officers have developed proposals for both the planting and 
future maintenance of trees. 
 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected 
 
None 
   
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 

(A) Revenue 
 
None. 
 

(B) Capital 
 
Total grant of £23,239.00 from Mersey Forest Urban Tree Challenge Fund, 
with three phased payments 
 
2021/22 (March) £12,750.00 
2022/23 (October) £5,244.50 
2023/24 (October) £5,244.50 
  

Implications of Recommendations: 
 
Financial Implications Total grant of £23,239.00 from Mersey Forest 

Urban Tree Challenge Fund. 
 

Resource Implications Officer time in terms of liaison with Mersey 
Forest, local authorities and external 
contractors. 
 
Officer time in terms of ensuring the successful 
establishment of trees once planted, and 
adhering to the audit requirements of Urban 
Tree Challenge Fund i.e. having an accurate 
and up-to-date maintenance programme in 
place. 
 

Legal Implications None 
 

Equality & Diversity Implications None 
 

 
 
Implementation Date for Decision 
 
Immediately following the conclusion of Amenities Committee. 
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Appendices 
 
Appendix One: Breakdown of trees to be planted at each site as part of Mersey 

Forest Urban Tree Challenge Fund 
 
 

Background Papers 
 
1. Amenities Committee Papers – 14th July 2021. 
 
Contact Officer Alex Spencer – Amenities Manager 
Telephone Number 0151 526 3705 
Email Address Alex.spencer@maghull-tc.gov.uk  
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1. Background  
 
At a meeting of Amenities Committee in July 2021, members committed to a second 
phase of tree planting under Mersey Forest’s Urban Tree Challenge Fund. 
 
Members will recall that a total of 60 trees were to be planted across 5 sites – with a 
commitment to have trees sourced and planted by the end of March 2022.    
 
Members agreed the planting schedule below which has been agreed with Mersey 
Forest and forms the basis of the Urban Tree Challenge Fund grant.   
 
Site Name Number of trees to be planted  
Cricket Club 10 
Dodd’s Park 10 
Mersey Avenue Park 10 
Moss Park 20 
South Meade Park 10 

 
Based on this schedule, Maghull Town Council will receive an overall grant sum of 
£23,239.00 which will be transferred in three staged payments as follows 
 
Financial Year Fund Payment Details of expenditure 
2021/22 (March) £12,750.00 Payment to supply and plant trees 

across five sites. 
2022/23 (October) £5,244.50 Year 2 Tree Establishment Claim 
2023/24 (October) £5,244.50 Year 3 Tree Establishment Claim 

 
Since meeting in July, officers have worked closely with Mersey Forest, local 
authorities (who are also planting trees under the Urban Tree Challenge Fund) and 
local tree suppliers to determine how and the time scales for tree planting.  
 
In short, a J.A Jones and Sons – an approved Mersey Forest tree supplier – will be 
supplying and installing all trees before the end of March 2022.   
 
Unlike the first phase of tree planting undertaken at Old Hall Park and Pimbley 
Playing Field in 2020, the 60 trees planted under phase 2 will be “standard trees” 
which have already been grown to a height of around 10ft and have a significant root 
ball.       
 
To meet the timescales and fund payments of the Urban Tree Challenge Fund, 
officers acting under delegated authority and working in conjunction with Cllr Sharp 
and Mersey Forest have identified the species and location of each tree, in addition 
to commencing administrative work such as “what three words” locators and site 
photographic evidence as per fund requirements.  Appendix One to this report 
provides a breakdown of tree species at each site.   
 
Once planted, responsibility for the establishment and maintenance of trees will pass 
to Maghull Town Council.  Grounds Maintenance Operatives have already been 
briefed as to what works will be necessary throughout the year to give trees the best 
chance of successfully establishing.  The possibility of utilising “Friends of” groups to 
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complete this work has also been suggested – however, if this option is pursued, this 
work would require coordination given the stringent audit requirements of the fund.   
 
Members are reminded that in the event of a tree not becoming established within 
the three year period since planting, a proportion of the Year 2 or Year 3 cannot be 
claimed by Maghull Town Council.  
 
Also, in the event of a tree becoming vandalised, Maghull Town Council will have 
responsibility for sourcing a new tree and undertaking planting.   These costs would 
most likely be met by Facilities Service Budget – Parks Management nominal code. 
 
At the end of the 3 year establishment period, Maghull Town Council will have 
responsibility for tree maintenance in perpetuity.    
 
 
 
In conclusion, tree planting under the Urban Tree Challenge Fund is a further 
demonstration of council’s commitment to improve the local greenspace offer for 
residents of and visitors to Maghull.  
 
The significant upfront payment from Mersey Forest will help ensure that trees are 
professionally planted to give them the best chance of becoming established moving 
into years two and three, although a comprehensive maintenance programme will 
need to be implemented (by officers or in partnership with volunteers) to give trees 
the best chance of becoming established.  
 
 
 
Recommendation(s):- 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
1. Resolve to continue with the Urban Tree Challenge fund as outlined within this 

report.   
2. Approve officer proposals for taking forward tree planning and future 

maintenance as part of Urban Tree Challenge Fund notably,  
a. The species of trees at site location (referring to Appendix One) 
b. Utilising J.A. Jones and Sons (an approved sub-contractor of Mersey 

Forest) to undertake planting at each site. 
c. Committing Maghull Town Council Grounds Maintenance Operatives to 

undertake a maintenance programme from 2022/23 onwards to ensure the 
successful establishment of planted trees. 

d. Explore the potential of “friends of” groups supporting Grounds 
Maintenance Operatives in delivering against maintenance programme for 
planted trees. 

3. Note the contents of this report.   
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Appendix One: Breakdown of trees to be planted at each site as part of Mersey Forest Urban Tree Challenge Fund 

 

Breakdown of trees to be planted at each site as part of Mersey Forest Urban Tree Challenge Fund 
 

Number  Cricket Club Dodd’s Park Mersey Avenue Moss Park South Meade Park 

1 2 x Prunus avium 
Landscape Bloom 

2 x Prunus avium 
Landscape Bloom  

2 x Prunus avium 
Landscape Bloom  

2 x Prunus avium 
Landscape Bloom 

2 x Prunus avium 
Landscape Bloom  

2 1 x Prunus avium 
Wildstar 

1 x Prunus avium 
Wildstar  

1 x Prunus avium 
Wildstar  

1 x Prunus avium 
Wildstar  

1 x Prunus avium 
Wildstar  

3 1 x Prunus  
Sunset Boulevard 

1 x Prunus  
Sunset Boulevard  

1 x Prunus  
Sunset Boulevard  

1 x Prunus  
Sunset Boulevard  

1 x Prunus  
Sunset Boulevard  

4 1 x Prunus  
Snow Goose 

1 x Prunus  
Snow Goose  

1 x Prunus  
Snow Goose  

1 x Prunus  
Snow Goose  

1 x Prunus  
Snow Goose  

5 1 x Prunus  
Schmittii 

1 x Prunus  
Schmittii  

1 x Prunus  
Schmittii  

1 x Prunus  
Schmittii  

1 x Prunus  
Schmittii  

6 1 x Prunus  
Umineko 

1 x Prunus  
Umineko 

1 x Prunus  
Umineko  

1 x Prunus  
Umineko  

1 x Prunus  
Umineko 

7 1 x Malus  
Rudolph 

1 x Malus  
Rudolph 

1 x Malus  
Rudolph  

1 x Malus  
Rudolph  

1 x Malus  
Rudolph 

8 1 x Malus  
Red Sentinel 

1 x Malus  
Red Sentinel 

1 x Malus  
Red Sentinel 

1 x Malus  
Red Sentinel 

1 x Malus  
Red Sentinel 

9 1 x Tilia  
Euchlora 

1 x Tilia  
Euchlora 

1 x Tilia  
Euchlora 

1 x Tilia  
Euchlora  

1 x Tilia  
Euchlora 

10    10 x Betula Pendula   
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Appendix One: Breakdown of trees to be planted at each site as part of Mersey Forest Urban Tree Challenge Fund 
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Report to: Amenities Committee 
Date of Meeting: 9th February 2022  
Agenda Item Number 10 
Subject: Phase Three Tree Planting – Mersey Forest 

Northern Grant 
Report of: Amenities Manager 
Exempt / Confidential Report: No 

 
Summary 
  
To put forward proposals for a third phase of tree planting at Pimbley Playing Field 
and Old Hall Park under Mersey Forests Northern Grant.  
 
Maghull Town Council Priority Yes/No 
1. Development and Protect the Community  Yes 
2. Develop Parks and Green Spaces Yes 
3. Value for Money and Enterprising Council Yes 
4. Develop Leisure and Activity for All Yes 
5. Develop/support Community Services and Groups  Yes 
6. Support Culture and Heritage Yes 
7. Health and Wellbeing Programme Yes 
8. Statutory Requirement Yes 

 
Recommendation(s) 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
  
1. Approve proposed standard tree planting schemes as per Mersey Forest 

Northern Grant with a grant of £11,564.00 to be made available to Maghull Town 
Council for tree planting and future maintenance of 28 standard trees.   

2. Authorise officers to sign off grant documentation relating to Mersey Forest 
Northern Grant when it is submitted by Mersey Forest. 

3. Authorise officer to determine the species of trees for each site having due 
consideration to funds made available under the grant and/or labour charges.  

4. Note the contents of the report.  
 
 
Reasons for Recommendation(s) 
 
Members’ commitment to undertaking a third phase of tree planting under Mersey 
Forest’s Northern Grant will ensure that the aesthetic of parks is improved, whilst 
helping to narrow the tree per population gap within Maghull as identified by Mersey 
Forest’s tree assessment for Maghull.  
  
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected 
 
None 
   
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
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(A) Revenue 
 
None   

 
 

(B) Capital 
 
Mersey Forest Northern Grant Fund 

 
Implications of Recommendations: 
 
Financial Implications Grant of £11,564.00 to be made available to 

Maghull Town Council, to be spent in 
accordance with grant awarding criteria. 
 

Resource Implications Officer time in terms of liaison with Mersey 
Forest and external contractors. 
 

Legal Implications None 
 

Equality & Diversity Implications None 
 

 
Implementation Date for Decision 
 
Immediately following the conclusion of Amenities Committee. 
 
Appendices 
 
1. Proposed tree locations at Pimbley Playing Field and Old Hall Park under Mersey 

Forest Northern Grant Fund. 
 

Background Papers 
 
None 
 
 
Contact Officer Alex Spencer – Amenities Manager 
Telephone Number 0151 526 3705 
Email Address Alex.spencer@maghull-tc.gov.uk  
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1. Background  
 
Following the successful installation of trees planting schemes at Old Hall Park and 
Pimbley Playing Field which will create forest areas at these sites, Mersey Forest 
have approached Maghull Town Council to implement a third phase of tree planting 
through its Northern Grant Fund.  
 
As previously reported to Amenities Committee, Mersey Forest within its tree 
planting assessment for Maghull identified that as a place, Maghull did not have an 
adequate number of trees per head of population.   
 
Since this document was presented, officers have worked closely with Mersey Forest 
to see where trees can be planted to reduce the tree/population gap, whilst 
improving the overall aesthetic of parks/greenspaces.  
 
At the time of writing, over 8,000 trees were planted in 2020 at Old Hall Park and 
Pimbley Playing Field to create future woodland area.  
 
As presented to committee on 9th February 2022, as part of a second phase of tree 
planting, 60 standard trees have been proposed for planting across 5 sites with 
works to be completed before the end of March 2022.  
 
This proposed third and final phase of tree planting will see 28 standard trees being 
planted at Pimbley Playing Field and Old Hall Park, with a grant of £11,564.00 being 
made available.  
 
At this stage no agreement has been entered into with Mersey Forest and officers 
have worked to determine the costs of the grant and proposed location of trees – 
these are provided in Appendix One to this report.    
 
At this stage therefore, in a similar vein to how funding for phases one and two was 
obtained, we are seeking approval from members that an agreement with Mersey 
Forest should be entered into, and that officers should progress tree planting as 
proposed in Appendix One. 
 
Prior to works commencing officers will contact residents neighbouring each site to 
make them aware of an intention to undertake tree planting – the outcomes of which 
will help inform the precise location of each tree. 
 
With regards to the procurement of trees, protective tree spirals and/or the provision 
of tree pits, council officers will not be required to undertake these works as Mersey 
Forest have already completed a cost exercise which has been factored into the 
grant funding calculation.   
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Recommendation(s):- 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
 
Amenities Committee is requested to:- 
    
1. Approve proposed standard tree planting schemes as per Mersey Forest 

Northern Grant with a grant of £11,564.00 to be made available to Maghull Town 
Council for tree planting and future maintenance of 28 standard trees.   

2. Authorise officers to sign off grant documentation relating to Mersey Forest 
Northern Grant when it is submitted by Mersey Forest. 

3. Authorise officer to determine the species of trees for each site having due 
consideration to funds made available under the grant and/or labour charges.  

4. Note the contents of the report.  
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Appendix One: Proposed Tree locations at Pimbley Playing Field & Old Hall Park under Mersey Forest Northern Grant Fund 

 
Pimbley Playing Field (13 Standard Tree – Speices to be agreed) 
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Appendix One: Proposed Tree locations at Pimbley Playing Field & Old Hall Park under Mersey Forest Northern Grant Fund 

 
Old Hall Park (15 Standard Trees – Speices to be agreed) 

NB: Given that Old Hall Park is owned by Sefton Council, there will be a requirement to consult with officers before any works commence.   
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